RHODE ISLAND GOVERNMENT REGISTER
PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

AGENCY: Department of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities and
Hospitals (BHDDH)

RULE IDENTIFIER: ERLID 1160

REGULATION TITLE: Rules and Regulations Disclosure of Information to Family
Members or Other Co-Habitant Caregivers

RULEMAKING ACTION: Proposed Rulemaking
TYPE OF FILING: Repeal
TIMETABLE FOR ACTION ON THE PROPOSED RULE:

Date of Public Notice: May 2, 2018
End of Comment Period: June 1, 2018

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED RULE:

These regulations were promulgated before the enactment of the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) on August 21, 1996. This set of regulations
has become outdated because it outlines procedures that may be partly or wholly in
violation of HIPAA.

COMMENTS INVITED:

All interested parties are invited to submit written comments concerning the proposed
regulations by the end of comment period, 30 days from publication of this notice to the

address listed below.

Gail Theriault, Esq., BHDDH, 41 West Road, Cranston, Rl 02920
Email Address: gail.theriault@ohhs.ri.gov

WHERE COMMENTS MAY BE INSPECTED:

A copy of the proposed repeal will be available from 5/2/18 through 6/1/18 to view in
person by request, or by email at the addresses below. Electronic copies of the
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proposed repeal will also be available on the BHDDH website at www.bhddh.ri.gov and

Secretary of State’s at http://sos.ri.gov/ProposedRules/.

Gail Theriault, Esq., BHDDH, 41 West Road, Cranston, Rl 02920
Email Address: gail.theriault@ohhs.ri.gov

PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION:

In accordance with R.l. Gen. Laws 8§ 42-35-2.8, an opportunity to present oral
comments will be granted if requested by twenty-five (25) persons, by an agency or by
an association having at least twenty-five (25) members. Any request for a public

hearing must be received by BHDDH within ten (10) days of this notice.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Gail Theriault, Esq., at (401) 462-2401, or at the email or mailing address listed above.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Regulatory Analysis Summary and Supporting Documentation:

This is a full repeal. These regulations were promulgated before the enactment of the
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) on August 21, 1996. This
set of regulations has become outdated because it outlines procedures that may be
partly or wholly in violation of HIPAA. For full regulatory analysis or supporting

documentation see agency contact person above.

Authority for This Rulemaking: R.l. Gen. Laws 8§42-35-1 et seq.

Regulatory Findings:

In the development of the proposed repeal consideration was given to: (1) alternative
approaches; (2) overlap or duplication with other statutory and regulatory provisions;
and (3) significant economic impact on small business. No alternative approach,

duplication, or overlap was identified based upon available information.

Page 2 of 10


mailto:gail.theriault@ohhs.ri.gov

The Proposed Repeal:

The Department of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities and Hospitals

proposes to repeal the “Rules and Regulations Disclosure of Information to Family
Members or Other Co-Habitant Caregivers” as follows:
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